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various branches of intellectual property
law, including copyright, trademarks, and
geo.graphical indications.

Copyright: While the artistic designs of
Persian rugs may be eligible for copyright
protection, enforcing these rights across
international borders can be challenging.
Copyright laws vary from country to coun-
try, and proving infringement can be diffi-
cult, particularly in cases where designs
have been modified or adapted.
Trademarks: Trademarks can be used to
protect the brand names or logos associat-
ed with Persian rugs. However, trademarks
do not protect the underlying designs
themselves.

Geographical Indications (Gls): Gls,
which protect products that have

a specific geographical origin and

possess qualities or a reputation
attributable to that origin, offer a
potentially powerful tool for safequardi

g Persian rugs. Iran has made efforts to
register “Persian rug” as a Gl, but the effec-
tiveness of this approach depends on the
recognition and enforcement of Gls

in other countries

According to WIPO, Geographical in-
dications (Gls) are intellectual property
rights. They identify a good as originating
in a place where a given characteristic,
quality or reputation of the good is essen-
tially attributable to its geographic origin.
(World Intellectual Property Organization,
“Geographical Indications (Gls),” accessed
(WIPO website

There is a large problem with enforce
ment. Even if a Gl is in place, if a country
does not recognize the Gl, then the Gl is
.useless in that country

There are many cases of violations, and
because of the complexity of international
Jaw, and the cost of international law suits
very little can be done

Weaving a Path to Protection: Solutions
and Recommendations

To strengthen the protection of Persian
:rugs, a multifaceted approach is needed
Enhanced Gl protection: Iran should
continue to pursue the registration of
“Persian rug” as a Gl in key markets and
work with international organizations to
promote the recognition and enforcement
.of Gls

Strengthening domestic IP laws: Iran
needs to strengthen its domestic IP laws
and enforcement mechanisms to combat
.counterfeiting and piracy

International cooperation: Increased
cooperation between Iran and other coun-
tries is essential to address the challenges
.of cross-border IP enforcement
Consumer education: Raising consumer
awareness about the authenticity and val-
ue of genuine Persian rugs can help to re-
.duce demand for counterfeit products
Digital technologies: Exploring the use
of digital technologies, such as blockchain,
to track and authenticate Persian rugs can
provide greater transparency and trace-
.ability

Cultural diplomacy: Using cultural diplo-
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A Cultural Icon Under Siege

The Persian rug, a masterpiece of artistry
and craftsmanship, is an enduring symbol
of Iranian cultural heritage. Its intricate de-
signs, vibrant colors, and meticulous weav-
ing techniques have captivated the world
for centuries. However, this iconic product
faces a persistent threat: the unauthorized
reproduction and commercial exploitation
of its designs in various countries.

The issue goes beyond mere imitation. It
involves the misappropriation of a cultural
legacy, the dilution of its authenticity, and
the economic harm inflicted on Iranian rug
producers. The unauthorized production
of “Persian-style” rugs in countries like In-
dia, China, and Pakistan, often using infe-
rior materials and techniques, undermines
the reputation and value of genuine
Persian rugs

This is not simply a matter of commer-
cial competition; it is a question of cultural
preservation. The unique designs and pat-
terns of Persian rugs, often imbued with
historical and symbolic significance, are
an integral part of Iran’s intangible cultural
heritage. Their unauthorized reproduction
erodes this heritage and deprives Iranian
artisans of their rightful recognition and
economic benefits.

The fact that these rugs are being mass
produced, and sold at a lower price, hurts
the local economy of Iran, and the people
who have been making these works of art
for generations

Legal Labyrinths and International In
consistencies

The legal protection of Persian rug

designs is a complex issue, involving

0y doliliad
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macy to promote the recognition and ap-
preciation of Persian rug heritage on a
global scale.

Itis important for consumers to be
educated about the differences between
genuine Persian rugs and counterfeit
products

Itis also important for international
organizations to put pressure on

countries that repeatedly violate
intellectual property rights

By combining legal, technological, and
cultural strategies, it is possible to better
protect the intellectual heritage of the
Persian rug and ensure that its legacy
endures for generations to come
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